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1. Introduction     
 
This manual was made to inform pilots how they should proceed 
and what steps they should take before entering the plane. Like in 
reality, all pilots comply with mandatory and important procedures 
before entering the plane, like checking the Flight Plan, Meteorology 
etc. Most important steps to take before flight are shown here.   
 
 

 
 2. Flight Planning (BriefSys) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I’ll explain how the system works. It’s quite simple. Basically the 
system will give what you need for the flight. Go to Pilot Console and 
login. First step is to check forecast movements to avoid conflicts 
with other pilots reservations and aircraft. Once you see there is no 
problems go to Briefing. Enter the departure and destination ICAO 
codes. For example: LPPT to LPPD and search. The following page 
will appear. There you have: 
 
 

- METAR, TAF and Short TAF 
- SIGMET 
- Surface Analysis 
- Altitude Wind and Temperature (6H Forecast) 
- Satellite Images  
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Now click on Route and Fuel/Weight Calculator. Enter aircraft type 
and callsign. For example: A310, RZO129 and search. So you just 
got your route and alternate field. Click Select. 
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Other page will appear. Enter number of passengers (PAX) and 
cargo. For example: 180 PAX and 3400 Kg and Load. There you 
have your flight plan. I underlined most important items.  
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Now that you have all the information is time to book the flight with 
eurobook and send flight plan to VATSIM. It’s mandatory to book all 
flights. In the Console press Book SATA Internacional. Just enter 
requested data and Send. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Back to Console main page. Now you see the following small box. 
 
 

 

 

 

Go to Briefing. Check the following page will be shown. 
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Press IFR for type of flight, enter true airspeed, cruising altitude, 
voice capabilities, fuel on board (get it on the flight plan, as TOTAL, 
in this case 03:49) and alternate airport, LPLA in this case. Now 
Save and Send to VATSIM.  Flight Plan page will appear and it 
should look like this before you send.  
Then just press File Flight Plan. You won’t need to file anything with 
SB3 or FSINN. Connect is all you need to do.   
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3. Briefing 
 
Briefing a flight is fundamental. After completing the Flight Plan 
procedure, you will analyse the same, taking notes, underlining most 
important things and checking if every thing is ok. For example: if 
the trip fuel is corresponding or revising the PLNLAW (Planed 
Landing Weight), checking if the MLAW (Maximum Landing Weight) 
is not being excided. So the first step of the Briefing is to check the 
Flight Plan. Then checking meteorological information is what pilot 
should do next. There are some items pilot should check, METAR’s 
TAF’s etc. 
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Questions? Contact the Chief Pilot. 
 
João Caracol 
j.caracol@satavirtual.org   
 
Chief Pilot A310 
Grupo SATA Virtual 

 

 

 

 

 


